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COMMAND HISTORY FOR NINETEEN-EIGHTY-FIVE 

Ninetsen-eighty-f ive was an  extremely busy year  f o r  USS CHARLES F. ADAMS 

(IIDG-2) and h e r  crew. The year  began wi th  p repe ra t i ons  f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  up- 

coming Middle Eas t  Force deployment. January saw many working p a r t i e s  load ing  

s c o r e s  and s u p p l i e s  onboard t h e  s h i p ,  inc lud ing  a n  a l l  hands e f f o r t  i n  l a t e  

January t o  load  weapons and ammunition f o r  t h e  deployment. Tra in ing  f o r  a 

wartime environment was top  p r i o r i t y .  

On February 4 th ,  t h e  s h i p  depar ted  f o r  h e r  second Middle Eas t  Force deploy- 

ment i n  h e r  twenty-five year  c a r e e r .  This  month was spen t  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  Ocean wi th  t h e  o the r  s h i p s  t r a i n i n g  enroute  Rota,  Spain,  where they 

a r r i v e d  February 16th be fo re  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  S t r a i t s  of G i b r a l t a r  i n t o  t h e  

Mediterranean Sea February 17th.  Once i n  t h e  Mediterranean Sea, CHARLES F. 

AI'AMS a r r i v e d  i n  Palma de Mallorca,  Spain,  February 19th and s tayed  u n t i l  

February 22nd. 

Af t e r  depa r t i ng  Palma, t h e  s h i p  t rekked eastward toward t h e  Suez Canal and 

i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning of February 26th,  c rossed  i n t o  t h e  Red Sea. 

Once i n  t h e  Red Sea, CHARLES F. ADAMS made a b r i e f  f u e l  s t o p  i n  D j i b o u t i  

March 3rd ,  and t h r e e  days l a t e r  en t e r ed  what was t o  be h e r  home f o r  t h e  next  

f o u r  months.... . . . . . .the P e r s i a n  Gulf ,  where she  rendezvoued with USS MCINERNEY 

(PFG-8) f o r  INCHOP t o  t h e  Middle Eas t  Forces .  

Sho r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  on t h e  scene i n  t h e  Gulf ,  CHARLES F. ADAMS had a 

week long upkeep per iod  i n  Manama, Bahrain March 15 t o  21 wi th  USS LASALLE 

(AGF-3), t h e  famous "GREAT WHITE GHOST OF THE ARABIAN COAST.'' CHARLES F. 

A2AMS then r e tu rned  March 23-24 f o r  minor r e p a i r s  t o  one of h e r  r ada r  systems. 

The s h i p  a l s o  had a second upkeep per iod  May 24-30 i n  Bahrain,  aga in  wi th  

LqSALLE, a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  f u e l  s t o p s  a t  S i t r a  Anchorage j u s t  o f f sho re  Bahrain.  

On June 15th t h e  s h i p  anchored by LASALLE i n , S i t r a  t o  provide t h e  crew t h e  

q p o r t u n i t y  t o  see a U.S.O. show onboard LASALLE. 



CHARLES F. ADAMS ventured out  of t he  Gulf A p r i l  3-8 f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  

Karachi,  Pakis tan ,  famous f o r  i t ' s  hand-crafted onyx, Pe r s i an  rugs and rosewood 

products .  Also during Apr i l ,  the  s h i p  had a  two day p o r t  v i s i t  t o  A 1  Jubayl ,  

Saudi Arabia.  The s h i p  aga in  v i s i t e d  Saudi Arabia J u l y  2nd-4th, only t h i s  time 

i t  was the  c i t y  of Jeddah, t h e  holy  c i t y  of Mecca. Both v i s i t s  i n  Saudi Arabia 

were followed by s e v e r a l  days of var ious  e x e r c i s e s  wi th  s h i p s  from t h e  Royal 

Szudi Navy. 

While i n  t he  Pe r s i an  Gulf,  CHARLES F. ADAMS i:cd he r  crew saw many of t he  

b a t t l e  s ca r r ed  s h i p s  t h a t  had been v ic t ims  of I r a q u i  and I r a n i a n  m i s s i l e s  

f i x e d  upon them a s  both coun t r i e s  r e t a l i a t e d  a g a i n s t  each o the r  during t h e i r  

ongoing c o n f l i c t  i n  t he  a r ea .  

On J u l y  lst,  CHARLES F. ADAMS w a s  r e l i e v e d  i n  t he  Pe r s i an  Gulf by USS 

KLAKRING (FFG-42). The day a f t e r  OUTCHOP, t h e  s h i p  stopped i n  D j i b o u t i  f o r  

t h r e e  days. While t he re ,  t he  s h i p  he ld  a  r ecep t ion  f o r  t h e  American Ambassador 

a rd  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  the  American Embassy i n  Dj ibout i .  

On July 20-24 CHARLES F. ADAMS made he r  l a s t  p o r t  v i s i t  of t h e  deployment 

i n  Lisbon, Por tuga l .  This  v i s i t  provided t h e  crew an  e x c e l l e n t  oppor tuni ty  

t o  r e s t  and do l a s t  minute g i f t  shopping before  s t a r t i n g  t h e  twelve day t r i p  

ac ros s  t he  A t l a n t i c .  

Af te r  leav ing  Lisbon, CHARLES F. ADAMS began he r  f i n a l  l e g  of a long,  

succes s fu l  voyage. Upon completion of h e r  f i n a l  f u e l  s top  i n  Bermuda, the  

only t a s k  l e f t  f o r  CHARLES F. ADAMS was t o  g r e e t  t h e  smil ing f a m i l i e s  and 

f r i e n d s  await ing them on t h e  p i e r  i n  Mayport on August 5 th .  

From August 5 th  t o  September 4 th ,  t h e  s h i p  was i n  modified working hours  

dar ing  the  upkeep per iod  t o  a l low two s e p a r a t e  l eave  per iods  f o r  t he  crew. 

During t h i s  time t h e  crew becam reaquain ted  with t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s  a s  

we l l  as c l ean  and r e p a i r  the  sh ip .  
b 



The month of September marked a qua r t e r  of a  century s e r v i c e  f o r  CHARLES 

F ,  ADAMS a s  she  ce l eb ra t ed  he r  twenty-f i f th  b i r thday ,  September 10th.  The 

crew commemorated t h e  occassion with a cake c u t t i n g  ceremony he ld  on t h e  

Mess Decks on September 10th.  

Following t h e  upkeep and l eave  per iods ,  CHARLES F. ADAMS w a s  once aga in  

underway and headed out  t o  t h e  l o c a l  opera t ing  a r e a s  f o r  rou t ine  t r a i n i n g  and 

m,:rnuevers. I n  l a t e  September, CHARLES F. ADAMS s t ayed  busy i n  between upkeep 

per iods  by s a i l i n g  down south t o  t he  Caribbean Sea f o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of h e r  

two 511/54 c a l i b e r  gun mounts. The s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Roosevelt  Roads, Puer to  

Rico and t h a t  same morning she  rounded t h e  i s l a n d  of Vieques where she  quickly 

a rd  e f f i c i e n t l y  passed her  requi red  gunnery exe rc i se s .  The t r i p  had s p e c i a l  

meaning f o r  t he  s h i p  and he r  crew as i t  marked the  l a s t  mission f o r  Captain 

Rlz~bert J. Branco, Commanding Of f i ce r ,  a t  t he  helm. 

On October l l t h ,  t h e  s h i p  he ld  a  Change of Command ceremony and during 

t h i s  ceremony, Captain Branco was r e l i e v e d  of t h e  s h i p ' s  command by Commander 

David Watson, c u r r e n t  Commanding Of f i ce r .  

The f i r s t  b i g  test t o  f a c e  t h e  crew under t he  command of Commander Watson 

W ~ S  a s e r i e s  of Nuclear Weapons Inspec t ions  which t e s t e d  t h e  crew's  a b i l i t i e s  

t o  handle,  s t o r e  and i f  need be, con ta in  an  acc iden t .  This  s e r i e s  of events  

happened i n  t h e  month of November. 

The day a f t e r  Thanksgiving, t he  s h i p  departed Mayport f o r  h e r  last t a s k  

of t he  busy year ,  Law Enforcement Operations i n  t he  Caribbean Sea wi th  t h e  

Coast Guard. During t h i s  evolu t ion ,  t he  s h i p  was once aga in  t e s t e d  a s  she  

d i d n ' t  s e e  land u n t i l  she  re turned  home. This  meant s e v e r a l  replenishments  

ur-derway f o r  f u e l  wi th  M i l i t a r y  S e a l i f t  Command O i l e r s .  

CHARLES F. ADAMS re turned  home December 17th  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t he  

crew f i n i s h e d  t h e  year  wi th  two we l l  deserved l eave  periods.  

Nineteen-eighty-five was a t y p i c a l l y  busy year  f o r  CHARLES F. ADAMS. 

Ac. always, t he  s h i p  proved t o  be t r u l y  "FIRST I N  CLASS-SECOND TO NONE," 

a c  she  met every t a s k  a t  hand----- and then  some. 



PART I 

BASIC CHRONOLOGY 

1 - 27 JAN 

28 JAN 

28 JAN - 3 FEB 

4 - 15 FEB 

15 FEB 

15 - 18 FEB 

18 - 21 FEB 

21 - 26 FEB 

26 - 27 FEB 

27 FEB - 3 MAR 

3 MAR 

3 -  11 MAR 

11 MAR 

11 - 15 MAR 

15 - 21 MAR 

21 - 23 MAR 

23 - 25 MAR 

25 - 31 MAR 

31 MAR 

31 MAR - 3 APR 

3 - 8 A P R  

8 - 11 APR 

11 APR 

11 - 14 APR 

14 - 16 APR 

16 - 18 APR 

18 APR 

18 - 27 APR 

27 APR 

27 - 30 APR 

30 APR 

30 APR - 6 MAY 

6 MAY 

Inport Naval Station, Mayport 

Operations Jacksonville Op Area 

Inport Naval Station, Mayport 

Transit t o  Rota, Spain 

Inport Naval Station, Rota, Spain 

Transit t o  Palma, Mallorca 

lnpor t Palma, Mallorca 

Transit to Por t Siad, Egypt 

Inpor t Port Siad, Egypt 

Transit t o  Djibouti 

Inport Djibouti 

Transit to Bahrain, Persian Gulf 

At Anchor Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

Inport Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

Inport Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Ras A1 Khaymah, UAE 

Transit t o  Karachi, Pakistan 

Inport Karachi, Pakistan 

Transit to Persian Gulf 

At Anchor Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

Inport A1 Jubail, Saudi Arabia 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Doha, Quatar 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Mina Jebel Ali, UAE 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 



6 - 8 M A Y  

8 MAY 

8 - 14 MAY 

14 - 16 MAY 

16 - 18 MAY 

18 MAY 

18 - 23 MAY 

23 - 30 MAY 

30 MAY - 4 JUN 

4 JUN 

4 - I 5  JUN 

15 - 16 JUN 

16 - 22 JUN 

22 JUN 

22 - 26 JUN 

26 JUN - 2 JUL 

2 -  5 JUL 

5 - 7  JUL 

7 - 9 JUL 

9 - 13 JUL 

1 3 -  14 JUL 

14 - 20 JUL 

20 - 20 JUL 

20 - 21 JUL 

21 - 24 JUL 

24 - 27 JUL 

27 - 27 JUL 

27 JUL - 2 AUC 

2 - 2 A U C  

2 - 5 A U C  

5 - 31 AUG 

1 - 2 SEP 

2 - 23 SEP 

23 - 26 SEP 

26 - 26 SEP 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Ras A1 Khaima 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Mina Jebel Ali 

Underway Persian Gulf 

Inpor t , Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

At Anchor, Bahrain 

Underway Persian Gulf 

Underway Persian GulfITransit to Djibouti 

Inport, Djibouti 

Transit to Jidda, Saudi Arabia 

Inport, Jidda, Saudi Arabia 

Transit t o  ROTES MEER 

At Anchor, Suez Bay 

Underway, Transit t o  Mittelmeer 

Inport, Rota, Spain 

Underway, Transit 

Inpor t, Libson, Portugal 

Underway, Transit 

Inport, Ponta Delgada, Azores 

Underway, Transit 

Inport, Hamilton, Bermuda 

Underway, Transit 

Inport, Naval Station Mayport, FL 

Underway 

Inport, Naval Station Mayport, FL 

Underway, Transit 

Inport, Cuantanamo Bay, Cuba 



26 - 28 SEP 

28 - 28 SEP 

28 SEP - 2 OCT 

2 - 9 O C T  

9 OCT 

10 OCT 

10 - 16 OCT 

16 - 19 OCT 

19 OCT - 13 NOV 

13 - 15 NOV 

15 - 29 NOV 

29 NOV - 17 DEC 

17 - 31 DEC 

Underway, Transit 

Inport, Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico 

Underway, Transit 

Inport Mayport, FL 

Shifted berths t o  Blount Island due to Hurricane Isabelle 

Shifted berths t o  Naval Station Mayport 

Inport Mayport, FL 
Underway Jacksonville Op Area 

Inpor t Maypor t, FL 

Underway Jacksonville Op Area 

Inport Mayport, FL 

Underway Caribbean LEO Ops 

Inpor t Maypor t, FL 


